
RESOLUTION NUMBER 132 

HONORING HELEN VIRGINIA GRISWOLD MANUEL 
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

100th Birthday of Helen Virginia Griswold Manuel; and  

 

WHEREAS, Helen was born November 8, 1922 to Preston and Annie Sue Griswold; and  

 

WHEREAS, Helen (a.k.a. “Aunt Jenny”) zestfully came into this world prepared to serve as a teaching, 

nurturing Aunt to the children and grandchildren of her six siblings; and  

 

WHEREAS, with academics and discipline, she prepared children for first and second grades, not kindergarten. 

A proud graduate of Vashon High School and Community College, Aunt Jenny knows the importance of 

education; and  

 

 WHEREAS,  in 1945, Aunt Jenny married Vance Manuel (a.k.a. “Uncle Vance”), and for thirty-seven years 

they were among the social elite of Black St. Louis, but most importantly they were lovingly immersed in 

family, celebrating every birthday and holiday as loving, caring, sharing kinfolk, with roots in Georgia; and  

 

WHEREAS, Aunt Jenny entered her personal relationship with God as a young girl, and worshipped, praised 

and relied on God always. A life-long member of Calvary Baptist Church, Helen served under four Pastors and 

enjoyed fellowship with her inspirational Church Family. She spearheaded a fundraiser at Calvary, initiating the 

purchase of the church’s first passenger van, to assure seniors would always have transportation to church; and  

 

WHEREAS, a pet lover, Aunt Jenny always had a dog, and occasionally a cat as companions. There was Billy 

Boy, Buffy, Regis and Tiny, and several others in between; and  

 

WHEREAS, Aunt Jenny loved to walk, and walked everywhere, e.g., to her mother’s house (Momma), to the 

grocery store, to vote or to work the polls, to visit a friend, and could always be seen walking her dogs; and  

 

WHEREAS, her longevity is attributed to her daily walks, often up to five miles one way! She still walks well 

today unassisted and will do the “Electric Slide” whenever the music hits!; and  

 

WHEREAS, Aunt Jenny, now the matriarch of her family, is loved and celebrated as family and friends  

commemorate her 100th Birthday, November 8, 2022. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that 

we pause in our deliberations to recognize the 100th Birthday celebration of Helen Virginia Griswold Manuel 

and by adoption of this resolution wish to join in with those celebrating this amazing life milestone. We further 

direct the Clerk of this Board of Aldermen to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 

proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to the honoree at a time 

and place deemed appropriate by the sponsor.  

 

 Introduced on this 4th day of November, 2022 by:  

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward 

The Honorable Sharon Tyus, Alderwoman 1st Ward  

Adopted 4th day of November, 2022 as attested by:  

 

___________________________    _________________________ 

Terry Kennedy      Joe Vollmer  



Clerk, Board of Aldermen     President, Board of Aldermen 


